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As my 20th year as President comes to an end, the Annual Dinner last year feels like it was last week and already, we are preparing for the next one! 

But like all of our swimming seasons, it has been a busy one. So it is time to look back and just summarise the Club’s season and 2008 was no exception!
At last year’s AGM, amongst many other items, it was noted that 4 of our Club’s young girls would be joining up with 2 Australian girls to form a Channel relay team for charity in August – so from New Years Day the fund-raising began for the ‘Teens-on-the-Move, Sea 2 See” Relay (TOTM).  Alice, Bianca, Chantelle and Tasmin arranged for collecting boxes on the slipway for the New Year’s day swim – and then, everywhere we went, the collecting boxes went too! The New Years day swim was very well attended as always, thanks to all who helped afterwards with ‘refreshments to revive all’.

Already by New Years day, a few hardy souls had continued to swim each Sunday through the winter; this continued as Tuesday night’s pool training started in earnest, where many were keen to burn off the festive excesses – and others were in serious training for various swims in the coming season. Dee, in her 3rd training year, was more determined than ever that if the swim didn’t happen in 2008 – it would not happen at all – watch this space! Many others were in training for round Jersey or Jersey to France swims, and many were simply keeping fit and getting faster for the Swimarathon which this year was on March 8th; another very full pool of 8 lanes bursting at the seams and lots of fun had by all.

During February there were some amazing storms which coincided with high tides which in turn, brought down a lot of the sea wall on Victoria Avenue; it made front page news and unfortunately, this also resulted in the club boat, Sea Swimmer becoming ‘holed’ which then forced us to take it out of the water and get repaired; they did a great job too!

Easter fell very early this year, and, as in the past few years, club swims traditionally have started on Easter Monday – so on Monday March 24th (!) a few very hardy (or should that read foolhardy?) souls braved the elements and had a dip…the Sunday club dips continued then right through the season.

Quite a few new faces this year were seen regularly on the slipway; Martin and Sue Coombes from the UK, now resident here of course, Harry Torpy, Sam Healey, Tracey and Yves Turmel, Dilly Percival of AquaSplash teachers fame; Cedric Bird became a regular as he was in training for a Channel swim, It is always good to see new faces and all new faces are always welcome. Tom Nerac was also back in hard training mission to conquer Coniston Water this year as well.
We do have many pool swimmers who never venture into the sea with us – and we would like to encourage more to join us and have ‘Fun on Sundays’; each committee member takes their turn in organising the weekly swims and baking cakes too for everyone afterwards; so it is not always about the swimming, very often it is about the cakes and goodies afterwards!!!

By mid-May, we were seeing a regular 25+ swimmers each week – which was great ….and the TOTM fund-raising continued…so did the AquaSplash teachers relay fund-raising.

The Ann Flambard swim took place in early June with a new winner this year – William Allen-le Bas – and numbers in the sea were starting to grow weekly. 

Good news was that Ian and Sarah-Jane Jones were expecting a happy ‘new arrival’ in October, and they were both (and ‘Bump’) joining us regularly for swims; Ian was Cedric’s swim buddy helping him with his training also. Dee and Wendy were in hard training – and each 4th Wednesday morning, from May onwards – there were occasional visits to West Park for some very early morning high tide swims – which were lovely!  

The early part of the season warmed up the sea nicely  for us all – and even the President – who rarely puts her toes in till mid/end May – went in at the end of April!!

The Kempster swim at Mike’s slip went very well at the end of June,  as did the BBQ breakfast afterwards….and the TOTM fund-raising continued…a new event took place at Havre Des Pas bathing pool on June 28th – it was a fun fund-raising Family beach night, sandcastles were made and it was a beautiful evening. It was also combined with presenting “Charlie” with a small retirement gift from the Club members.

Due to a clash of many events, no swimmers ventured to Tour Du Roc – it clashed with the Castle to Harbour swim – and luckily, a visit to Dover – Dee’s 4th trip over – and yes, this year it happened!!! Dee had booked her swim early – and we decided not to even go over until Eddie, the pilot had told us to go. Dee got the call on Friday July 11th - that she would probably swim on the Sunday or Monday – we then let Cliff know as he had offered to help us with transport so we didn’t need hire cars etc. 

So, as the weekend went on it was looking like she would swim on the Monday – so Wendy, Dee and I flew over on the Sunday – settled in to the B&B – relaxed and got sorted as it looked like Dee would start 0800 Monday 14th July; yippee, it was finally going to happen on her 4th trip at last!

We all had a good night’s sleep – Cliff collected us after breakfast and off we went to Anastasia our home for the next ‘few hours’! Cliff was not too well on the day after recently being in a small motor bike tumble…but he was still there with us for support.

Dee set off officially at 08.06 – it could have been 08.03, but she was talking on the beach and did a ‘false start’! That was the funniest thing I have ever seen! Good old Dee!!!! 4th attempt – and a false start too!

Anyway, she started swimming; the text messages, phone calls, radio interviews also started, the sea got ‘lumpier’; it was a warm day and the sea was warm  but the sea was not how it was forecast to be. Nevertheless – Dee just kept swimming – and swimming…….we watched the beautiful sunset,  just before a scary few moments with an ‘ anchored tanker’ in the shipping lanes, but we got around that and we were starting to travel past Calais  - and on our way to Dunkirk it appeared. We were heading east – until luckily, the tide turned in our favour and we headed back towards Calais again – but not before the sun rise!!!! As all her fan club were waiting at home in their beds and watching it all on the ’net – Dee just carried on swimming regardless – and finally touched a French beach just east of Calais, at 06.12 on Tuesday 15th July, after 22hours and 6 minutes swimming!!! Eddie had never been in this part of the Channel before so it was a first all round. We were and are still all so proud of her and her ‘stickability’. A truly, epic swim. We then headed back to Dover – our room had been re-let already so Martin and Sonia (our B&B Family) cooked us a lovely breakfast, we had a shower and a short doze and then Cliff collected us for our trip back to Gatwick for the journey home. Even that got delayed and we nearly did not get in but we did and landed at about 10pm – to a Super Hero’s welcome as always! 

Club swims continued; the De Caux trophy winners at St Brelade’s bay were Alana and William again and then Round Jersey swims started….Olivia and Stuart, our first 2 person relay ‘Pikey Manoeuvres’ finished in 10hrs and 32mins and the following day, a 3 person relay ‘Taking on the Jellies’ with Dawn, Carlina and Jill, finished in 11hrs and 30 minutes.  The weather and sea were not so kind on this day and it became rather hairy at the end resulting in Sea Swimmer becoming rather ‘water logged’; Sea swimmer was taken out of the water yet again and in dire need of serious repair.

Problem:  2 imminent Jersey 2 France swims and good weather expected ahead. Charlie launched an appeal on the radio and by email and hey ho – through word of mouth, Michael Pallot (through Julia Minty) lent us his boat and Steve Megaw a colleague of David Minty’s came forward; Charlie and Mick used Michael Pallot’s boat for Nick Adams, and Steve and his wife crewed his boat for Wendy – so that we could get both swims done on Sunday 27th July; and what a perfect day out that was! Nick smashed the record finishing in 7hrs and 3 minutes – and Wendy finished in 9hrs 9 minutes; 2 wonderful swims on a glorious day. Thanks to all concerned.

The next day, Sally was leaving for the USA for her Swim across the Sound in Connecticut, a big charity swim. Before leaving Jersey, there were stories of many jellyfish in the ‘Sound’ but it was hoped that they would leave before the swim took place on Saturday August 2nd.  As the week went on, the jellies never went anywhere; they just seemed to get worse! I think it was a busy breeding season! The swim started with 15 solo swimmers (which are by invitation only) and 75 relay teams; many left the water early because of the Lion Mane jellyfish, but as it happened, 3hours into the swim it was stopped due to an amazing storm which came through. I was never so pleased to be asked to leave the water I must say! The stings were constant and nasty. But we all survived and it was the right decision…we all went home and celebrated anyway!

Also on this weekend, Ian Jones was swimming Lake Zurich in which he swam extremely well and came 3rd, I believe, in 7hrs 39 mins – he thoroughly enjoyed it and his Mum crewed for him – so a good weekend was had by all!

Meanwhile – while we were elsewhere, Marcy Macdonald who lives in Connecticut, was over here in Jersey, staying with Charlie waiting to swim around it – as was Andrea Gellan from Scotland.  

Sally had arrived back from the USA on Monday 4th visited Dover briefly for the day with Liz Fry and then got a lift back with Cliff to her B&B near Gatwick, ready to collect all the Team from Jersey on 5th. Before the team arrived the word was that the weather was going to change and we needed to get our relay done as soon as we arrived. So – after taking a while to get everyone and their luggage (!) in the car – including Marcy who had decided to fly back after waiting a full 10 days and not getting her swim in; this was mainly because of the weather but also because she had taken a tumble and injured herself during the wait…we all went down to Dover – unloaded Marcy and then drove to our campsite to settle in and for the Australians, Chloe, Amelia and Dee Marie to meet our Girls…and us properly; they all hit it off straight away and within 30 minutes, you’d have thought they had known each other all their lives – it was great!

The caravans were ‘compact’ but perfect – sleeping arrangements were sorted, ground rules laid out and shopping done – and then the call was made and we were due to leave the next morning at 11!! Hoorah! Great excitement as dinner was cooked for all and we settled down for the evening. The relay started as planned at 11am on Wednesday 6th August; the weather was perfect and the sun shone – it was a perfect day for the girls; they were exemplary and did the Island proud. They all swam brilliantly, albeit a scenic route, and into the night. Chantelle finished on the rocks just south of Cap Gris Nez accompanied by Sally – after 13 hours and 47 minutes. It was a wonderful day, and a great experience for them all. The girls made lifelong friendships and the song YMCA will never be the same again! The week was very nicely finished off in London staying overnight with Nick and ‘Mummy Bear’ Sue Adams, who spoilt us and Dee rotten on her birthday, after a Primark visit and before a swim in the Serpentine, the scene for the 2012 Olympic 10k swim; after breakfast in London, we watched the opening of the Olympics for a while before returning to Dover and getting packed up for the return home on the Sunday. The 2nd successful trip to Dover this year so far….

On the same day as the girls did their relay, so did Andrea swim around Jersey in 11hours and 7 minutes; this was the last swim which took place in Jersey for the whole of August! The winds blew in – and it blew everyone else out – it was a great shame. Laura Lopez-Bonilla, Paul Hopfensperger, Kate Mason and her friend Julia Aston all came over for swims and had to go home again; and  our Jenny also waiting for the 2nd year for a J2F swim – it just didn’t happen. Bianca tried a round Island swim on the Sark to Jersey date, August 30th – but she was unwell and had to leave the water after about 2 hours which was a great shame. Better luck next year Bee.

Charlie had also spent all season organising a new 5k and 3k Open water event in September – so that was getting closer all the time.

The club swims and much training carried on regardless. Cedric was still training hard. He had also been in the UK waiting for his solo swim at the same time as the girls, but the weather blew out totally after the relay happened and no swims took place in the Channel during that set of tides and Cedric came home and decided to wait at home until the call came through.

It is very difficult to keep motivated when you are in this situation and life becomes tense and fraught at work and home…and what is so annoying is that as soon as the school holidays ended, the weather turned for the better and swims started happening again in the Channel and over here. It is just as well that Charlie was retired and could take them!

Tom and his family Mark and Tanya travelled over to Coniston early in September so that he could swim it and Cliff met up with them there to help Mark like last year, row the lake; Windermere was on the day before and was abandoned after 3hours due to severe winds, so they shortened the course on Coniston for the same reason. Tom finished and was very happy and came home with a new trophy presented for the first time! Well done Tom. ‘Done and dusted now’.

After a few calls, Cedric ‘got the nod’ from Ali Streeter, his pilot to get over for his swim on Friday 12th September so travelling with Sophie, Ian and myself, we flew over mid afternoon, only to get caught up in ‘Operation Stack’ on the M20! Nevertheless, we made it down to the pontoon after getting our food supplies. Roco, Ali’s boat was running and ready for us and off we went! No hanging around at all, and he set off from Samphire Ho just after 10pm. The moon was full and it was a lovely evening. Cedric swam a textbook Channel swim and landed right on Cap Gris Nez 11h hours and 46 minutes later, just before 10 am in beautiful sunshine. Superb swim indeed.

While we were away, the Club Championships took place on a beautiful Sunday 14th September; well done to all the Championship winners, seniors; Tracey Huish, John Asplet & Martin Powell, juniors; Tom Nerac & Tasmin Powell, junior juniors; William Allen-Le-Bas & Alana Powell and masters; Ken Huish, Jenny FitzGerald & Dee Richards.

St Georges Hospital Open Water Swim Team paid for a relay swim in ’06 and were never able to do it. This year, in a bid to break the existing RAF record they swam on 16th September in a time of 10 hours and 14 minutes; it was a great swim but they were disappointed that they did not get a record! Mark Peters in his beautiful new boat Alyse, supported them as he did the Polar Bears the next day. Accompanied by many dolphins, they did smash the record and finished in a superb time of 9hours and 26 minutes; very well done to them all. And not satisfied with 2 days out on his boat, Mark then helped out for the AquaSplash teachers relay on the 18th. They too were also accompanied by many dolphins off Sorel and also smashed the existing ladies record and finished in a great time of 10 hours – and 59 seconds!!!  Unfortunately, Marion was unable to swim on the day as the swim had been delayed and it needed to go ahead for the sponsorship monies which had been raised for Clic Sargeant.

On September 21st, Jersey hosted the first Open water competition for many years. It was held in St Catherine’s Bay, and we welcomed UK ASA Officials to officiate at the inaugural event. Thanks to Charlie and all his hard work, we had 20+ entries on the day in all categories. Conditions were far from perfect and the senior event needed to be shortened to 3k like the junior race because of the rough seas. The Jersey Canoe Club turned out under the watchful eye of Kevin Mansell, and kayaked alongside others, for the swimmers and many ‘old and familiar faces volunteered to help. It was great to see Maurice and Jo Lakeman, Graeme and Annette Lowe – Graeme swam as well as his daughter Katharine who won the junior ladies event. Other winners included Daniel Halkesworth, Tracey Huish and Thomas Nerac. The event concluded with a nice bacon roll and cup of tea and a good time was had by all. Next year’s event on September 13th is already in the planning stages!

All that was left now in sunny September was our fun swims which started off with the fun relays utilising kayaks – which caused the usual cheating and tomfoolery – but it was all good fun. This year we stayed in the sea on Tuesday nights until the 30th of September when we finally had our very popular night swim off St Catherine’s slipway.
It has been a different summer, certainly not unsuccessful with 3 very short and productive trips to Dover and a few swims locally. This was certainly not as many as we would have liked to see, but we can do nothing about the weather whatsoever. We are always in the hands of the ‘weather gods’ and we have to accept it!

We must also now pass on our Club’s congratulations to Sarah-Jane and Ian Jones on the arrival of Hugo on October 13th a bouncing 9lbs and we are all looking forward to meeting him soon!

As the weather is turning wet and miserable now, some of us are still swimming in the sea and pool training is very well attended on Tuesday nights, and as you read this, I’m sure we shall all be recovering from the wonderful Annual Dinner again!
We can all live in hope that next summer’s weather will be kinder to us all.

Sally Minty-Gravett
2008

