JERSEY LONG DISTANCE SWIMMING CLUB
KEEP TRACK of JERSEY WEATHER BEFORE YOUR SWIM

As many of you are interested in how the local Jersey weather is shaping up previous to your arrival I have cobbled together a few of the web-sites which I use in conjunction with my crystal ball. 
Jersey is renowned for its unique micro-climate due to its southerly position and the nearness of the French mainland. We do not therefore align to all conditions expected by Mainland weather forecasters.

Many of these sites / contacts can also be employed, with very little extra searching, for local weather in Dover should you be progressing to the ultimate day out.

Please remember; we rarely venture out in conditions likely to be F4 or above. It’s been proven; it’s not fun for you and certainly not for us. We do not possess the Dover pilot’s skills or equipment. We have perfectly good pubs for foul weather swimming!

1/ Jersey Meteorological Office: The local experts up at the airport. Always check the date of the forecast as they have been known to be a day or so adrift. Daily and 5 Day forecasts available.
http://www.jerseymet.gov.je
  2/ Met Check: I personally find these guys the most accurate, forecasts are updated regularly and their layout is pretty idiot proof even down to the little pictures for ‘numpties’ like me. At the top you will see a space for Postcode type in - JE2 7JT - which will give you the cloud formation above my house and I suppose for most of the Island. Forecasts available from actual, to various periods in the future. The helpful guys at Metcheck also provide an inshore sailing forecast for the yachtie fraternity, which is ideal for our swims, again a pretty accurate set up. Go to the left hand column and scroll down until you hit ‘Hobby Forecasts’ and scroll further until you hit ‘Inshore Forecast’
http://www.metcheck.com 
3/ On Line Weather: Quite comprehensive in their time grouping and future daily forecasts. I always take heed of what they say as they have proved to be spot on where others have skirted round a particular problem. (Laura Lopez-Bonila and Kate Mason can testify as to the accuracy of their forecast when I chose to ignore it!) 

http://www.onlineweather.com/v4/uk/sailing/SF64.html 
4/ The jolly old BBC: Where would we be without the chaps at the BBC weather centre? We might as well get value from our licence fees. Lots of other interesting facts along with jolly icons for all sorts of weather conditions.  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/5day.shtml?id=2294
5/ Apart from the afore-mentioned technological wizardry there is also the old fashioned steam driven TV and Radio. Both BBC and ITV have excellent text services and with a limited amount of ‘finger on the button’ exercise will reveal our weather BBC Ceefax Page 409 and Channel TV Teletex Page 209. Jersey sits in sea area Portland which extends below the south coast west of the Isle of Wight towards Plymouth out across the Channel down to the French coast of Brittany. Both Local and National BBC radio carries weather reports.
Locally BBC Radio Jersey: VHF 88.8 carries reports Mon – Fri 0625; 0725; 0825. Weekends 0625; 0725; 0825 (All times local)
BBC Radio 4: 92 – 95 VHF & 198KHz 1515M LW. Shipping forecasts at 0048 – 0535 – 1201 – (1754 LW only) Inshore forecasts follow the main shipping forecasts. I’m pretty sure that Radio 4 timings are GMT/ UTC/ Zulu  

6/ Some other web sites which will electrify your sleepless hours. 

Jersey Harbours; lots of fun with the webcam looking out over the harbour entrance, you can also find tide times and other informative goodies. Time the webcam right and you’ll see us leaving port for other swims! Exciting eh? You may also see Father Christmas and his sleigh; flying pigs and Jersey cows jumping over various moons.

  www.jersey-harbours.com 

The following are National Data Buoys, these are weather buoys placed by government agencies, the three I have listed are out in the English Channel, but can give us an idea of what the weather is like along the south coast of Britain. Especially useful if your going to end up in Dover one day for the ‘ultimate’ day out. But they also give me an idea of prevailing conditions which may affect your swim.
Channel Light Ship: 
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=62103 

Greenwich Light Ship: 
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.php?station=62305 

Sandettie Light Ship: 
http://www.ndbc.noaa_gov/station page.php?station=62304 
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